ancient trephination which clearly gives evidence to the thesis that at least some of these trephinations have been performed in order to treat head trauma victims.
Methods

History of the skull:
The skull has been found in 1921 at Bölkendorf, a small town 60 km north-east of Berlin. It has already been mentioned by Jahnke Isotopenforschung, Christian-Albrechts-Universität Kiel). 
Results
Macroscopic and microscopic examination:
Carbon 14 dating:
The skull´s age was determined at 1940 calBC which indicates the junction from late Neolithic to early Bronce Age in this region.
Discussion
It can be speculated whether the man received two traumas simultaneously, one of which (the heavier one?) was treated by trephination whereas the second one healed without medical intervention. On the other hand two chronologically differing traumatic incidents are possible of which only one was severe enough to be in need of surgical measures. Alternatively, the intact skull may have been trephined in the left frontal region because of the temporo-occipital injury to prevent complications, e.g. a suspected haematoma under a local bruise of the skin. In any case, the skull presented in this paper suggests a strong relationship between trauma and trephination for medical purposes in the Neolithic population which is supported by other finds from northern Germany 7 .
